
General Conference 

Delay
What Every Methodist Needs to Know



SCRIPTURAL AND THEOLOGICAL 

FOUNDATIONS FOR WAITING

�How do we wait for God? We wait with 

patience. But patience does not mean 

passivity. Waiting patiently is not like 

waiting for the bus to come, the rain to 

stop, or the sun to rise. It is an active 

waiting in which we live the present 

moment to the full in order to find there 

the signs of the One we are waiting for. 

Henri Nouwen



We wait in the spirit of Faith, Hope, and Love

� FAITH

� While we wait, our faith in God sustains us in this time of wilderness 

and exile.  While the Israelites were waiting in exile (586-539BC) for 

God to deliver them, Isaiah offered them comfort.

� “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not 

faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives 

power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will 

faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who 

wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 

walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:28-31

� “For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my 

salvation. Psalm 62:1



We wait in the spirit of Faith, Hope, and Love

� HOPE

� Have you ever noticed that waiting is connected to hope? 
We wait with hope because we are people of faith.   
Jeremiah 29:11,  “For surely I know the plans I have for 
you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope.”

� Our hope is not in our own power, but in God’s power.  
“And now, O Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in you.” 
Psalm 39:7

� We wait with patience, in hope.   “For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.”   Romans 8:24-25



We wait in the spirit of Faith, Hope, and Love

� LOVE

� While we wait, there are many decisions out of our control.  

We can only control our own actions, words, and attitude. 

We can love one another, exhibit respect and appreciation, 

across differences in theological or denominational issues.

� “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony.”  Colossians 3:12-14



Reasons for GC Delay

� Some church members may accuse the Commission on 

General Conference for delaying intentionally, to 

delay a potential split in UMC.   You can choose to 

foster trust in our denominational leaders in this 

season of divisiveness.  Remember that YOU are a 

United Methodist. 

� GC2022 was delayed because of COVID. Delegates 

across the globe were surveyed about issues, such as 

Visas and vaccinations.  While in the US, we have 

made progress in the pandemic, other countries are 

not at the same point.



Reasons for GC Delay

� The Commission on the General Conference made the 

decision to postpone General Conference 2020 until 2024 

due to the ongoing pandemic and long processing time of 

obtaining visas for delegates from outside of the United 

States. A virtual option had been considered previously 

but was rejected due to the 16-hour span of time zones, 

unreliable internet, challenges of translators, and 

challenges to safeguarding the voting.

� Resource on the delay of GC -

� https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/general-conference-

postponement-faqs-16392829



Will GC2024 be a NEW GC, or simply the 

postponed GC?

�The Judicial Council has yet to rule on this 

question.   

�The decision will impact whether new delegates 

need to be elected, or the delegates remain as 

the same ones elected for the GC2020.

�Given the fact that many of the GC2020 delegates 

in the U.S. were more moderate/liberal, the 

Judicial Council decision could be impactful. 



Can Annual Conferences vote to leave 

the UMC and join the GMC?

� The Judicial Council issued a ruling on May 10, 2022.

� “There is no basis in Church law for any annual 

conference to adopt stopgap policies, pass 

resolutions, take a vote, or act unilaterally for the 

purpose of removing itself from The United Methodist 

Church,” the Judicial Council ruled in Decision 1444, 

which can be found here:  https://tinyurl.com/ydt6ttnd

UM News Service, See full article here:

https://tinyurl.com/mpfrrthx



What do I need to know about the launch of 

the Global Methodist Church?

� As a Methodist, you need to be informed about GMC, 

even if your church doesn’t plan to join the GMC.

� The Wesleyan Covenant Association, a theologically 

conservative unofficial advocacy group in The United 

Methodist Church, has served as the main organizing 

force behind the new denomination. The WCA plans to 

mark the new denomination’s launch at a legislative 

assembly May 6 and a global gathering May 7 near 

Indianapolis.

� https://globalmethodist.org/launch-information/



Can a UMC pastor join the GMC, while 

maintaining UMC credentials?

� If a pastor chooses to join the GMC, the 

pastor must give up his/her UMC 

credentials.  The BOD prohibits UMC clergy 

from holding membership simultaneously in 

any other denomination. 

�The GMC website includes information on 

how to apply to GMC, depending on clergy 

status (PE, FE, PD, FD, LP, Associate 

member)



How will S.C. Conference handle 

disaffiliation? 
� Each Bishop is responsible for handling any potential disaffiliations, 

according to the BOD.   General info on disaffiliation may be found here, 

but please note how our Bishop will handle it: 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-should-united-

methodist-congregations-know-about-disaffiliation

� Bishop Holston interprets the BOD as follows: 

� Avenues available for a church to leave the UMC are: 

� (1) Paragraph 2549 - closure and transfer of all 

property and funds to the Conference Trustees 

� (2) Paragraph 2553 of The Book of Discipline 



¶2549, The Book of Discipline (2016)
� P. 2549, outlines the process for closure.  This is typically used for 

churches who have declined in membership, finances, and no longer fulfill 

the mission of the church.  It requires approval of the following:

1. Church Charge Conference

2. District Committee on Church Location and Building

3. Bishop and Cabinet

4. Annual Conference 

� At closure (whether ad-interim or at Annual Conference 

time), ALL assets (property, funds) come back to the 

Conference Board of Trustees.

� The financial assets are used by the Conference BOT at their 

discretion.   One option P. 2549.7 - proceeds of a church sale 

in an urban area can be used for congregational 

development. 



¶2553, The Book of Discipline (addendum to 2016)

� ¶ 2553. Disaffiliation of a Local Church Over Issues Related 

to Human Sexuality

1. Because of the current deep conflict within The United 

Methodist Church around issues of human sexuality, a local 

church shall have a limited right, under the provisions of 

this paragraph, to disaffiliate from the denomination for 

reasons of conscience regarding a change in the 

requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline 

related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination 

or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as 

resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or 

the actions or inactions of its annual conference related 

to these issues which follow.



¶2553, The Book of Discipline (addendum to 2016) 

� Paragraph 2553, The Book of Discipline – This 
paragraph was enacted by the 2019 General 
Conference, and it expires 12/31/2023. The 
language about human sexuality in The Book of 
Discipline has not changed. The Judicial Council’s 
recent decision says that churches can disaffiliate 
if the Conference leadership dismissed The BOD 
and allowed ordination of homosexuals and same 
sex unions. No action by the leadership of the SC 
Conference forms a basis for the use of ¶2553 at 
this time, so there is no reason for a church to 
seek this route to disaffiliate. 



¶2548, The Book of Discipline (2016)

� This paragraph requires many steps of approval, 

including first the Bishop’s consent.  Bishop Holston 

doesn’t intend to apply this paragraph, which has a 

specific historical context and purpose, to the 

current situation.  The paragraph dates back to 

1939, and it was intended for churches that were 

struggling, even on the edge of closure.  The Annual 

Conference could then close the church and deed 

the property to another “sister” denomination.  This 

paragraph was not intended for thriving churches to 

transfer property because they wanted to join 

another denomination.  



Where do we go from here?
� Pray.  Stay rooted in spiritual disciplines.  Discern how you 

can lead in a way that allows you to be in partnership 

with ALL people in your church, who have different views 

on homosexuality and denominational issues.

� Be hopeful and positive.  Be a non-anxious presence.

� Stay informed, and inform your church.  Beware of 

rumors, hearsay.  Sign up for UM News.  Judicial Council 

decisions are typically reported by UM News.

� Don’t let this distract your church from the main mission:  

“to make and nurture disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.”

� Contact your District Superintendent for guidance on 

these issues.  


